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THE DELHI OF THE I'TTVIIK.

Kre the ecbo of tho shoutings of:
the Durbar captains has begun Iii »Up
away anj the afterglow of the
"barbaric and unprecedented splendor
et that greatest event of lls character
tn modern history has commenced to
fa<ie. Is revived discussion of Hie right
or the wrong of British overlordshtp of
Jndln. Especially in this country ' is
the revivul noticeable, and attention is
CRiied by sentimentalists und doc-
trlnclres to the long years of British
' policy of oppression and plunder of
tin- natives." What, it is asked; are Id
be the practical results of further rob-
bing the people to make an imperial
holiday?

It is undeniable that from the days
.jf John Company through tho days
of Cllve and Hastings, do\v,n to a very
rocent poriod tho record of Anglo-
s'axonlem In India is far from being
110 enviable one or reflecting entlrcly
untarnlshod glory upon tho conquerors.
In it there Is many a page blotted
with tyranny, blood and ruthless dese¬
cration of trndltlons. The doctrine of
might makes right has all too often
tbeen cruelly and unnecessarily fol¬
lowed. But, when n balance sheet up
to the present time has been taken

off, and Item by Item checked, It can¬

not be questioned that In many cases

the ends have justified the means, in the
interest of the world's advance and

enlightenment, and even of humanity.
Tho net difference la largely to the
credit of England.
From the academic and sentimental

point of view, all peoples should be
permitted to govern themselves, tho

people of India included. But what
would be the situation and conditions
In Britain's Oriental empire hud that

principle been subjected to the test

jince the downfall of tho Mogul
power and tho passing ot a central

government? The altruists wjto
preach the gospel of British with¬
drawal from India, or virtual conces¬

sion of -'India for tho Indians," fail
io take into account the fact that
there la no such Ihlnu as Indian

homogeneity.an Indian nation. India
represents in the earth's geographical
divisions a numerous congerlus of dif¬
ferent and antagonistic tribes, tongues
and religious sects, which, in thc
absence of a dominant, single, firm and
authoritative restraining hand, would

.->pcll chaos, and mean an almost ln-
lessnnt carnival ot armed strife. Great
Britain has been, .-luce her "greedy
clutch" was fastened upon tho coun¬

try, that restraining, and paradoxical¬
ly beneficent hand.

it is truo Unit the vast majority of

the natives continue steeped in pov¬
erty and Ignorance, and that ut times

iamlne ravages and pestilence stalks
abroad, but it Is also true that the lot

of the masses hay Improved by com¬

parison immeasurably since enlight¬
ened Britlslj.swax obtained, They arc

not so heavily tu:icd us under the

Mogul rule, and whereas they got
nothing In rt-turn when that absolute,

(regime prevailed, now they get much
tn compensation in the way of schools,
irrigation.the greatest foe of famine-
canals, railways, sewerage, sanitation
and, most important of all, adminis¬
tration of justice that knows no caste

or creed. There yet remain many

phases of tho complex Anglo-Indian
problem to eolvo, but to th>- solution

tho homo government, with the aid
of the resident authorities, is ad¬
dressing Itself earnestly, honestly and
courageously.
As to the practical results of the

"further robbery of the people" to

pay for the Durbar, the. expenses of
which were hot directly drawn from
them, they may for one thint: become
lllumlriatirigly manifest In thc effect
Of the removal of the capltol to Delhi
tn tho restoration ot the venerable
sapttol. Despite the racial and re¬

ligious diversities in India, thc eyes
of millions ol the people turn with a

certain feeling of pride to and con¬

template with h certuin scntlmentutisin
inspired by history, remancu and tra¬

dition!.', that biobd-drcjiclicd strong-
bold, the teat of power ot so many
Ci'iiusllos, against thc wall« of which
every Mogul invasion broke until tin
tiicursion of Timur, the Tartur, who,
with his mingled horde .<! Moguls and
Tnnare. battered down its gutes and
turned it into a shambles, Especially
in the northern and hardier tribes of
Incitu. are the pride, and the sentiment
tlluded to known to exist, and, what
with that consideration and thc mov¬

ing of the heart of the government
nearer to these natives, it may well
bo that the British havi made a wise
and telling bid for their loyalty and
concentration against the sedition
conspiring Benealese.

It may well be that to these wai-
rlor subjects, these fighting men, it 'a
a, vast deal that their Emperor has
not only re-established the capital of
generations of Mogul and other dy-
i.aetie-3 e.gone. but, metaphorically, has
boon crowned on the peacock throne
which Timur Is said to have .fash¬
ioned for himself some live cen-

Uii.tti tack» and which was carried!

away Into Perela by Nadir Shah when,
In 1739. that freebooter sacked Delhi.
It may bo. Indeed, In vlow of the lato
drift of Persian events, they dronin«
of Its material recovery.
Tho Delhi of tho past was regarded

as the key to India, by all the raiding
hordes that boro down with fire and
sword upon the land from the plateau
of Central Aslu. The Delhi of the
future may prove, and many bellovo 11
will prove, the key to the complicated
enigma of India's destiny, w.blch the
(British have set themselves to work
out.a task which Its destiny, In turn,
admits of no fulling back or faltering,
cither from the viewpoint of Great
Britain's prestige and duty to herself
or her duty to tho world's peace, clvlll-
sat Ion and progress, as Involved In
the obligation to bear her share of the
white man's burden.

t-TIAUD IN DUCUANAX.
Cross fraud is apparent In tin- land

assessments returned from Uüchtihiih
county. Some time ago the acreage
of Buchanan wan listed at 3,000.000;
in 1:>0S it was 2,256,232, and in 1910
tho acreage. Is placed at 677,960. In!
his report. Auditor Donohoc suys that
figures fur Buchanan county relative]
to real estate arc taken from 1810 luiiil
books, because tlto land books of that
county for 1911 .'contain assessments!
of large tracts of land which have
no nxlstenco In fact: therefore, to use'
thoso figures in this table would bej
misleading." in 1907 the land books
of tho county in question were so con¬
tused as lo show an acreage for thai
county alone of almost one-twelfth
tho total area of the whole State.
This is largely tho result of great
fraud upon capitalists in the great cities
of the country who were sold large
tracts of mining land which did not
exist. Fake titles wcro sold outside
of the Stute, resulting in creating a

OlaSS, of claimants for land that did
not exist, who were assessed by tho
commissioners of rovenuo none llio
less, so that they might got their
duuble feo when they wore entitled to
but a single fee.
There has been much fraudulent

dealing In non-existent mining lands
in Buchanan, and the next General
Assembly should Investigate the mat¬
ter and seek to remedy the Iniquitous
conditions which huvo arisen. Commis¬
sioners of tho revenue will not this
year be allowed fees for llctltlous laud
assessment, but that stops only one
part of the abuse. Such lruud as has
been unearthed is u disgrace to the
Slate, and tho sooner an eTitl is put lojit the belter for Buchanan and the
State.

TUM WOMISN ÖUTNU.MUI31U3D.
There are more men in Virginia to¬

day than thero are women'. Ten yean
ago tho reverse was true, but now the
men arc In a majority. The same re¬
sult has luken place in New York, New
Hampshire. New Jersey and Georgia
In fact, there are more women then!
men In only these .States: Mussachll-
setts, Bhodo Island. Maryland. North
Carolina, South Carolina and the Die-i
triet of Columbia.
The United States Census Bureau re.

ports that according to records made
in 1910 there arc 47,332,122 males and
¦11.640,144 females in this country. That
moans that if we had n compulsory
marriage law. 2,700,000 men would be
compelled to be bachelors. The ex¬
cess of males Is In the proportion of
106 to loo, while ten years ago the ex-
cess was 104.1 to 100.

Statistics show that at birth the
male? largely rue in excess of the fe-i
males, but the mortality of male chil¬
dren Is always greater than thai of
female. The difference in the number]decreases as tlmo goes on. For a

certain period, the mortality i.s about
equal. In late years, men die more]
rapidly, so that there are more middle-1
aged women than men.

There are it or.- unmarried women In!
New Knglund than in any other part'
of the country, in that section there
are 64,402 more women than men. The
city of .. "ashin;,ion has the largest
percentage of unmarried women.

A XKW UBMUCHAT1C HTAII.
Arizona has come into the t'nion at

last und another Democratic Mtar has I
been fastened to the flag. The Demo¬
cratic tidal wave bus not yet sub¬
sided It has swept Arizona, and a
Democratic Governor, a Democratic
Congressman and a Legislature that
will elect two Democratic Senators
BllOM almost, conclusively that the elec¬
toral vote of the new Stale will be
counted next year for a Democratic
President.

IM ll.DJ.M. MIICIOI.S.
Nothing is a better Index of pro-

gross in tliis Common wealth lhan the
widespread and vigorous efforts being
lllltde to Improve and Increase edu¬
cational facilities in Virginia. In some

places where the poplc feel that they
should liavc adequate and modern
Hcnooi' buildings, tinanclal conditions
have prevented the proper authorities
ii em erecting new buildings, but the
people hove gone Into their own

pockets and put up the. public school
buildings at private expense. From
tlto Bedford Bulletin Is secured the In¬
formation, as to schools now being con¬

structed, given below:
A new high Sctiool building is be¬

ing completed at Independence, c;ray-
hon county. Tills cost $4,000, three-
fourths of which war contributed by
the people of the community, the re¬
mainder being a loan from the State
fund The building is of frame con¬

struction, but Is equipped with all
modern school conveniences, Including
proper systems of heating tnd venti¬
lation.
A ?16.000 annex Is being erected to

the Wylhevlllc High School. It Is of
brick and has all modern arrange¬
ments,
Wyrk was beguji near St. Paui>

Church, tn Caroline county, on a frame
high school building, to' cost not lees
than I:'.000. The entire amount was
raised by private subscription. This!
school will replaco three oi^e-room
country schools, and will be the coun¬
ty's sacpnd high school.
Coobtirn, Wise county, Ib putting up

a $20,000 high school, u bond Issue
haying been voted for the purpoao.

llonnokc Is building a »100.ooo gram¬
mar school bullding. Iii which all thu
grammar schools of tho city will bo
gnthorod. Hounoke will then havo
three distinct classes of public
schools.primary, grammar u.nd high..
in separate buildings.

t'ltlVATi; VOCATION VS. I'llll.lCi
AVOCATION.

Vnrdaman, Senator-elect from MIh-|sluslppl, has shaken his (lowing mane]
in ruge because a court of his State
has hud the effrontery to sot a case
In which he Is involved on a date:
which conflicts with one Of his lecture'
engagements. In this trial Vardamnn
will be charged with the Illegal use'
or JlO.OOu of the Stale funds, but he jhas petitioned for an Injunction that
will change the dute of the case so]
that hu can both lecture and litigate!
A number of more or less prominent,

members of Congress during the suin-jhier sessions of that body In 100? and
1011 complained that they were com¬
pelled to cancel lucrative lecture on-1
«agements with Chnutaurjuas because
they were detained at Washington by
the extended sessions. liven Chump
Clark grieved because lie could not
descend from the Speaker's chair and.
hold forth at eo much per bead perj
diem.

It Is really too bad that our stales-1
men should be embarrassed In this,
way. Cannot there be an amendment:
to the Constitution requiring that the;
legislative and lecture departments'
shall be separnto and distinct, nndj
that Congress shall malte no law and.
do nothing which will cause a conflict!
of tbeso two departments? Thc prca-'
eht habit Congress has of attending
to Its business at length Is becoming a

restraint of trade against Til Iman, Lai
Follettc, Champ Clark und other fum-|
OUS lecturers temporarily residing In'
Congress. Why not tnko a broad view
of It and say to these Challtauqun Con-|grcssmeu: "If lecturing Interferes,
with Congress, cut out Congress"?

TUB PIIOHl.KM OF surBitvisixci
TBACI1BK8.

In a very thoughtful article In the
December number of Education, W. n.
Ftshbnck. a school principal, discusses
the problem "How In dealing with
teachers, can the Ideals of the super-
Intendant or principal best bo carried
out?" Mr. Flshback stands firmly for
discipline, and the legitimate and wise
authority of Cue .superintendent or

principal, but he maintains that In
order to insure thc one and enforce
the other, so us to command the besl
work both from the teacher and thc
pupil, first and foremost the loyalty
of the teacher must be secured.
There are superintendents and prin¬

cipals, he notes, who may feel proud of
themselves, and think they are getting
things done if by a wave of thc hand
they can causo thc whole teaching
corps to qua lie. These command obo-
d Ionce, but not loyalty, however. The
teacher tnuy try to plcaso such a su-
pcrlnlendeni or principal while lie is
present, ulthough his orders are against
Hull- judgment, yet, after he.leaves,
the idtuatlon and Impulse are very jdifferent, and the orders are carried
out only In a half-hearted way. Those.
above should not forget, Mr. Flshback
lays down as an axiom, that those be¬
low have also a sphere of authority,
and, in order that the former may
be guaranteed the genuine loyalty of!
the latter, lie argues, "there must be
a keen sense of respect of the teacher's
authority on the part of the superin¬
tendent or principal."

It Is the little thine that counts,
the human natu e element that tells,
more than anything else in solving the j
problem, the "don't," more than U.c
"does'" at the last, Mr. Flshback holds,
ami by way of illustration he goes
into sonic details.
There Is, he affirms, and soundly,

we agree, a sphere In Which toe.
lonelier should reign, and any med¬
dling, especially in tho case of tie
woman teacher, destroys self confi¬
dence and tends to induco over-con-
sciousness. It Is humiliating, he
points out, to a teacher to have a

principal or superintendent come Into
the room, walk to the window nnd
raise or lower the blinds to Mill his ;
own ideas, without consulting her. "It
pins her In a bad light before the
pupils," and, obviously, as the writer
Implies, lowers the respect of th-J
children for the teacher. Again, ob¬
serves Mr. Flshback, It makes a
teacher diffident to have her recita¬
tion taken unceremoniously from her
by one who bus not prepared for It,
who understands nothing of the pur¬
pose of this- particular lesson, and
whose only oxcuse for taking It is his'
authority. Mr. Flshback admits that
a principal or superintendent has all
power, and logically all powor, to take
a pupil from thc room without the
consent of the. teacher, hut ho doubts
seriously the discretion of exercising
it, and runs no chances of making a
mistake in saying lhat the superin¬
tendent or principal would find that lie
makes more self-reliant and reliable
teachers if lie asks permission to talk
to the child.
Another thing Mr. Flshback strongly

antagonizes Is the., habit of some prin¬
cipals and superintendents of dealing
with teachers as some teachers deal
with children.that Is to say, giving
the teacher all the details of work
without even a chance to express
themselves. The evil of this, of not
permitting a teacher to suggest, is
clenr. ho thinks, and so it strikes us,
when we reflect that not inly aro

teachers more .Interested In a course
iof fltudy. tb,oy Uorp to make, but'they

follow It inoro Intelligently nftor It
Is nmdc.
In conclusion. und In emphasizing

lila contention Hint tho easiest way to
aolvo the problem, awl tho best and tho
eaHloBt way, lies not through arbitrari¬
ness, but through mutual reaped of)
authority In tho supervising nnd
teaching spheres, respectively, together
with proper regard for the subordi¬
nate's sensibilities, Mr. Flshbuck says:

"After ull, human nature Is tho samein all of us. No one cares to do thingsthat arc ngalnst his Judgment, und It
makes any of\us doubtful of our skill
and halting In our thoughts und ac¬
tion!-, it Instruction:, uro given It) too
great detail. By patiently workingand waiting, a principal or superin¬tendent muy soo the results of his
labors with no show of authority, ex-
cept In the rare ease that always
conies up for special consideration."
The article In Its entirety may bo

read with profit by superintendents
and principals a.nd teachers and school
authorities generally, for It contains
valuable suggestions oven to tltdso to
whom the special conditions and draw-
backs Mr. Klshback criticizes do not
come home. It is a vrry intelligent
discussion of tho co-ordination nnd co-
operation that should obtain In the
school system.a most sensible lesson
on the subject.

No. Gwendolyn, there Is no law jugalu'cit hanging up tho Christmas mis
tletoo early.

"The small, dark girl Is to become
the fashion," says an exchange. liali
dye will take care of the darkness, but
just how some of the statuesque
blondes can become small Is the ques¬
tion.

The State lire marshal of Wisconsin
makes this timely contribution to cur¬
rent Christmas literature:
"There can be found no better re¬cipe for a giant firebrand than thefollowing: Take twigs of resinoustrees, festoons of leaves, wreaths oftissue paper, bags of netting, cottonbatting, fluffy clothes for dollies, toysof dry. painted wood, ornaments ofexplosive collulold; fix and Insert afew dozen candles, and label Christ

inas tree. or. the Ideal Incendlury."
It Is well lo remember this.

Voice of the People
Ileltrr I'ajr for the Firemen,

To the Editor of The Tlmcs-Dlspateli:.Sir,.i noticed u few days ago In thecolumns Of your valuable paper the jIi reuten of Richmond had an applica¬tion tor an increase ot pas- beloru tin.Honorable Hoard of Aldermen andCouncil. I think Hint ol all the em- !ployes of the city ot Richmond, coil-
- Idurllig the hours they are requiredtu be on duty, and nu.it.gera they nuve
in contund with, unu ueprlved of thepit usuro of being with their families,
being required fit ad times to be prop¬erly unltormcd, they ore the poorestpaid men in the service of the city.At u casual glance the average- citizenmight say they arc well paid. I have.Mr. Editor, lauen the trouble to figureout their pay monthly, daily nnd hour¬ly, und give you ihts information be¬low, which 1 hope you will be kind
enough to publish, and especially callthe attention of the Board ot Alder- jmen and Council to the confinementand duties of these men, who have
given to tho world, by tholr acts of |bravery and the fullhful discharge of]their duties, tho Information thatRichmond has one of tile best tire de- jpartinelits in the country. There Is not
an hour, day or night, whether in Hieengine house or out. that they are notrequired to attend fires or pay a fine,unless sick. Below please mid a tabu¬lated statement of their pay:

Per month Per day Per hour.Captain ...Hi 66 S3 05 12 17-2-lc iEngineers 00 oo :i 00 12 1-2Helpers and
drivers . 82 CO 2 <5 1111-24Extra sta¬
tion men. 77 00 * : ".6 2-3 10 16-21Call men 22 00 73 1-3 3 1-T.Now, Mr. Editor, for hours i erform-'ih| these men do not receive as much

as a lalbornr for digging ditches. When
you take Into consideration the class;of men of which our fire departmentIs composed, I think any right-think¬ing man w.ould say It Is a shame notto give them more money, especiallywhen you look at the cost of living.As a taxpayer and voter 1 earnestlyhope you may take this matter up and
use your lmluence for these men. who
are Just as. essential for the proteo-lion of the lives and property of our jcitizens as the soldier jn time of war. I
am not writing this from any selfishor political standpoint, as I have noaspirations for any ofnee, but feel it
a Cuty that I owe to our brave Uro-
men. TAXPAYER. |

\ Christinas Wnrnliip;.To ilie Editor of The TImcS-Dispatch:Sir,.Those of us who have smallchildren under our care ought to bovery careful as to how we use mis¬tletoe, as the berries are deadlypoison.n fact that Is not generallyknown. Many others remember thonumber ol deaths of small childrencaused by eating mistletoe berries re¬ported in The Times-Dispatch lastChristmas. I, for one, did not knowIboforo I saw those accounts that theberries were poisonous, and if I hadseen my little ones rating the berrieswould not have thought llieni 'dan¬
gerous, but 1 shall be very careful inthe future. 1 am writing Ibis withthe hop,- that others will be remindedand be careful too. C. SC.Amelia.

Abe Martin

Th' trouble about pnttln' your nameon your umbrella Is that th' owner o'th' one. you tako by mistake kin comoback on you. Th' nearer th* end o'.th'first act women come t' th' tho-ater th'wider, the* haiq

A PICTORIAL SERMQNETTE.
By John T. McCutcheon.

r<>ovr1«ht ikii l~ -. t IK,,,,,,,,,

-.- ¦¦-.".r..a:u,lf-nost lour.and Johnny not /.ere yet. I wonder what can keep him jo long?"

nil -t inur -> a,

¦.Supposing he hat been tkati .:. and has broken through the ice!"

"Or maybe he has been run over by a trolley cart"

.Oh, I khoM something dreadful ha, happened I, hi n. / /«.« know they'll soon be bringing him h3me.''

But, ax utuui, there u>uj m>i,.«,u uihaiu^r tua nivciw with Jonsuty.

La M arquise de Fonienoy
IN writing of the Oaekwar of Biroda

in th -se letters during the past two
years, I have frequently mentioned
that he was persona non grata withthe reigning house of England. Per¬

haps tho news that he has been cited
as co-j-cspondant in the Stöttham versus
Statham divorce case in London, taV;-
cn in conjunction with the fact that he
Is of an origin so plebeian, and of a
casto so low, that nearly all the other
Princes of India, amons whom pride of
birth, blueness of blood and purity of
lineage are carried to the extreme,look upoil him almost In the light of
a Pariah, whoso very touch Is con¬
tamination, may serve to explain the
altitude of King George and of ljueen jMary towards him.
There Is no prospect of the Goiekwar

putting in an appearance In this dl- I
vorco suit, for he is exempt from litejurisdiction of tho ordinary Englishtribunals. This was determined i>y IheBritish Supreme Court of Appeal sonia
fifteen years back, in the case of thelato Sultan of Johoro, who. under theincognito name of '.Alfred Baker." first
wooed and then dessrtod, under elreuin-
stances of particular cruelty, a spinsterlady of the English middle ciasses, a
resident of Brighton, in Sussex. She
thereupon brought suit against him
for breach of promise, the case being
aggravated by betrayal. But her
petition was thrown out of court, on
the. ground that the Sultan of Johoro
was entitled to all the prerogatives In
the way of ex-terrltorlallty, IncludingImmunity from th? Jurisdiction of theBritish tribunals, as a sovereign ruler
of the Orient, subject to tho suzeraintyof tho English crown, even though he
had masqueraded In England under thoIncognito of "Alfred, Baker."
Tha same procedure will be followed'

in the case of tho Oaekwar of Daroda.
since the Secretary of Stato for India 1
has already furnished the president of
the divorce court with a certificate to
the >affect that the Oaokwar Is recog¬
nized by Great Britain as a reigning
sovereign, governing Ills own domin¬
ions, under Iho suzerainty of EmperorGeorge.

I do not know as yet whether tho
Gnekw.ir of Bnroda was.present at tho
Durbar last week. But what I can as¬
sert. In the most positive fashion. Is
that be was conspicuous by bis absence
from the Durbar of 1003. for Ihe pro-
clamatlon of Edward VIT. as Kalfir-I-
Hind; also that after accepting Ihe
Invitation to attend, and even after
starting on tlv? Journey to Delhi, ho
remained away nl the last moment. In
Civnseouence of his knowledge of tho
insulting mnnner In which nil the oth- I
or great and small vassal rulert and
l'rlnces of India would hold aloof fröiii
him. and would snSioet him to fh" most
contemptuous form of ostracism and
boveott.
Thos^ who know India best do not

hesitate to assert that the Oaekwar
(who has a son studying at Harvard)Is the prime mover and financial back¬
er of all the anti-English agitation In
India; and It Is an undenlablo fact
that in the case of nearly every revo¬
lutionist and terrorist outrags bv tha
ns'tlves a&Alnnt the English authori¬
ties In tho last ten or fifteen yoaru, the
means and the Inspiration of the
crime have always been traced to
Baroda. If the English govjrnmont
continues to treat the Oaokwar with n
certain amount of forbearance and
consideration. Instead of removing him
from his throne, aa It did In tho case
of bis predecessor, It is bocauso tbpy

beiievu iijui liu cu4t be kepi undei
dunieiunuy close surveillance 10 ooyi?ule Ute ncoasotly ol uiaufmin;Miinda ui ihe people ot baruiia uy ro-
nurting id sucn an extreme measure aa
.i.a ucponitlon and imprisonment.

it may be recalled that tue British
government was uuiiüim tu resort to
hid extremity of deposing tnu latoLjiibkwur of ujiujd, anil ol Imprison¬
ing i.hu tor me rematnoer ot at* aays,iwinti to his unil-Uriiisii manoeuvres,nu'iuuing an attempt to poison 1110
liritisn plenipotentiary in Uaroao, Col-
uiiei 1'hayre, with powdered glass. Tin;
present Uaekwar was noi ui tue iiino
in the Immediate line of succession,und there wore oilier members o' tn-j
reigning house ot liaroda who badrltfttts vastly superior to nls own. Ifhe was chosen, it. was because ho wasa mero boy at tho time, and inj Eng-iisu government fondly imagined thatit would bo able to brina him up tobe a thoroughly exemplary vassalprince, imbued with notions of grati¬tude and loyal friendship towards Eng¬land. In lhis ihe British governmentmad-e a great mistake.

Although everj- one Is aware thatthe great Island of Antlcostl, at themouth of tho St, Lawrence itlvcr, bo-longs to a Kreuch citizen, Hanri.Meiner, of chocolate manufacturingfame, but few know thai another im¬portant Island, or rather group of is¬lands, known us the .Magdalen Archl-pdlago, in the Oulf of St. Lawrence,uro likewlsa In French hands. Al¬though they were originally granted asu free gift by King George III. in 17D2.to Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin, at the re¬quest of the lattor's friend. Lord Dor¬chester, In recognition of his servicesin defeating the French In numerousbattles at sea, yet the head of the Cof¬fin family, which still owns tho arch¬ipelago. Is a French citizen, like Iiisfather and his grandfather before him,a chevalier of the Legion of Honor, andmakes his home partly In Paris, andpartly at his chateau In the Morblhnn.His authority Is represented on the Is¬lands by a resident agant, whose name,I believe, Is M Fontana. The popula¬tion numbers 6,000, of whom about S5
per cent, are French-Canadlann, or
entirely French. Antlcostl ls to-daypopulated In much the same way. that
ls to say. either by Canadlan-Frsnch, orcIro by feliow-oltlzcns of tho owner,Henri Monier.
Of course both Henri Menler and tha

similarly French owner of the Mag¬
dalen Archipelago, hold these Islands
subject to the sovereignty of the Brit¬
ish crown, and are amenable to th*
jurisdiction of the Canadian Domin¬
ion. But In the event of any rupturn
of the entente cordlale between Groat
Britain and Frunct, that would not
prevent tho islands becoming a source,
of considerable trouble, If not absolut*
danger, to Gre.it Britain.
Tho MagdalonH were rlrst discoveredIn 1531. by Juciiuoa Cartler. In 1663

tho company of Now France grantedthem to Siour Doublet, a ship ownerof Honflcur, who named them tho
Magdalena, in honor of his wife. In
nifl the French King ceded them to
tlu Comto de St. Pierre, at the in¬
stance of the Duchesse d'Orleans, and
the firm people to roslde there per¬
manently wore some Acadian families,
who cam: from St. Peter's Bay. Prince
Edward's Island, in 1757, and found
employment under a retired English
officer of the name of Orldley, wh»
opened an establishment to trade In
walrus and seal oil. In 1792 Admiral
Sir Isaac Cnhln oKplod them, and think¬
ing it would be very nice to own a
Canadian archipelago, obtained a grant
thereof from King George, through hlJ
friend. Lord Dorchester.

Now that tho winter monthi are with
us, it may be worth while recalling the
fact that the pastime of skating was
known in this country, or rathjr in
New fork, fully forty years before it
was ever taken up In England, that li
to say, skating on blades of metal. It
was introduced here by the Dutch, who
founded the city of New Amsterdam,
which is now New York. But skatlns
was unknown In Orsot Britain until
after the return of King Charles to
England, and bis restoration to the
throne In 1610, when a number of his
Cavaliers, who had formed his entour¬
age during his prolonged exile In Hol¬
land, and who had become ad;pt In tho
art of skating there, started to give
It a vogue In England. Before skates
ffrom the Dutch word schoatsl were
Introduced Into England. Londoners
amused themselves In winter, we are
told, by "tying bones to their feet,
and shoving themselves alnnsr swiftly
on the Ico with a pointed staff."
(Copyright, 1911. by the Brentwood
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